




















































	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Papyrus




Writing support

papyrus (modern); writing on the verso (= against •

the fibres although hardly any difference between 
recto and verso)



Writing implement


carbon ink
•
reed brush, different sizes; very soft tip
•



Writing technique


carbon ink
•
applied ca 24 hours before erasure
•





















































































Erasure technique



pumice (no water)



against the fibres


PT: < 5
•
SD: 1
•
IR: 4
•



with the fibres


PT: < 5
•
SD: 4
•
IR: 4-6
•











sponge & water



PT: < 5

SD: 10

IR: 10
























































	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ostracon pottery






Writing support




ceramic roof tile (archaological); rough •
surface with rilling lines; enclosures of 
volcanic rock; light baige colour




Writing implement




reed brush, soft tip
•


Writing technique




carbon ink
•
prepared ca 24 hours before erasure
•









Erasure technique



Sponge & water 


PT: <5

SD: 









Notes:

dired in ca 20 mins

the water darkens the surface so the result is not visible instantly





Pumice



PT:  <5

SD: 4-1

IR: 8











Notes:

the surface is smoothened and turns brighter with the residue of the pumice




















Sand







PT < 5

DS: 4-1

IR:8











Notes

The sand damages and smoothens the surface, but also evens it out and brigthens it










































































	 	 	 	 	 	 Ostracon pottery (Olivier)




Writing Support




ostracon (archaological); smooth surface; •
light red-orange colour






Writing implement




reed brush ?
•


Writing technique




iron gall ink
•


















































































Erasure





Water 
(finger)



PT <5

SD: 10

IR: 8













Notes

dry within 5 minutes 

inked areas were brightly visiible directly after erasure; after drying slight whiteish halo around the 
writing, the outlines of the ink are still slightly 
visible





Sand





PT <5

SD: 9

IR: 4









Notes:



the outer edges of the stroke remain more prominently than the inner ones; miniscule scratches to 
the surface
































	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Wax tablet



























































Black wax





Writing support


black wax / green wax
•


writing implement


bone stylus / metal stylus
•

•



Writing technique






























Erasure black wax:



Flat end of stylus



SD: 4

IR: 8-10 





Notes:

black ink turned bright grey when 
skratched. Darkening and smoothenig it 
again only worked with longer strokes and 
more pressure





Erasure green wax



flat end of stylus



SD: 4

IR: 4



Notes: ink turned shiny during erasure attempts 




























































	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Clay tablet





Writing support




clay tablet, high plastic clay, no additives
•
erasure ca 24 hours after incision
•



Writing implement




reed (thick and tin)
•
calamos (pointy & more rounded)
•



Writing technique




reeds produced a very wide stroke
•
calamos cut deeper and finer line
•











Erasure



water (& finger)



SD: 8

IR: 8



Notes:

soaking did not soften the clay deeply enough 
to erase the whole writing; the clay is lighter in 
the areas that were removed (in the minutes 
after erasure)

















