‘Neverending manuscript’ lab

of the University of Naples ‘L’Orientale’.
Created in the frame of the initiative ‘On the trail of the neverending manuscript’, expanded in the frame
of the ERC-funded project TabutaRasa (GA 101170560).
Contact: mcammarosano [at] unior.it
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Manuscript replicas

® Bronze Age wax diptych from the Uluburun shipwreck (cf. Payton, AnSt 41, 1991,
99—-106; experimental replica by Marco Sciascia; boxwood, giraffe bone, ochre-beeswax
paste)

® Neo-Assyrian wax diptych from Assur (VA Ass 3541, cf. MDOG 151, 2019, 201-218;
experimental replica by Gert Jendritzki; plexiglas, brass, ochre-beeswax paste)

® Replicas of cuneiform artefacts:

o0 Writing Syllables: TU-TA-TT Lists (YPM BC 012526, NBC 9560; Old Babylonian
period (about 1900-1600 BC); 53 x 37 x 21 mm; clay)
https://cdli.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/cdli-tablet/731

o Finding the Diagonal of a Square (YPM BC 021354, YBC 7289; Old Babylonian
period (about 1900— 1600 BC); possibly Larsa; 72 x 72 x 28 mm,; clay)

https://cdli.mpiwg-berlin.mpeg.de/cdli-tablet/737

o Bilingual Suruppak — Old Babylonian school lentil YBC 8934 (YPM BC 022993;

CDLI no. P309732) https://cdli.ucla.edu/P309732

O Tablet label: invocation in defective Hittite (KBo 8.66, CTH 820), cf. CHD P 273

O Varia (by L. Priori), see



http://unior.it
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Hlv3H9DN5i9QM8478n4bv1th3iE38Q8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/173YEE2jXbOEvT8Jve2P9zQSrVhXEwrM1/view?usp=sharing
https://cdli.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/cdli-tablet/731
https://cdli.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/cdli-tablet/737
https://cdli.ucla.edu/P309732
https://www.hethport.uni-wuerzburg.de/hetkonk/hetkonk_abfrage.php?c=826
https://cuneiform.neocities.org/spazio/stazionescribale/stazionescribale

® Roman wax octoptych from Herculaneum (cf. G. Pugliese Carratelli, “L'instrumentum
scriptorium...”, in: Pompeiana, 1950, 271-273; experimental replica by Marco Sciascia;
ash wood, linen, various wax mixtures)

® Wax tablet with handle and stylus case from Cologne, 13th cent CE (KSM 1967/301;
experimental replica by Marco Sciascia; oak wood, bone, leather case, verdigris wax

mixture)
Writing supports

® Papyrus sheets and strips (Rémer Shop)

® Set of Quranic wooden tablets (Balanites aegyptiaca, known as Aduwa) from Kano
(Nigeria), ink materials (black and colored), inkwells and traditional inkwells (provided by
Dahiru Mu’az)

® 12 simple experimental wax tablet molds made of ash wood, ca. 14 x 7 x 0.6 cm, with
framed recess (1.5-2 mm); by Marco Sciascia

® Rough olive and boxwood wooden tablets (olive: from Stromboli, courtesy Vincenzo
Moreno; boxwood: from Turin, courtesy Luisa Perona)

® Parchment fragments (goat) (Rémer Shop)
Writing tools

® Styli for cuneiform script: of reed (Arundo donax), brass, bone (by Marco Sciascia)

e Hittite bronze stylus (experimental replica after Bo 68/189 = BoHa 7 no. 1217, from
Bogazkdy, 13.4 cm, by Marco Sciascia)

® Reed brushes (sp.)

o Reed pens (Phragmites anstralis, Arundo donax, bamboo; by Marco Sciascia)

® Roman styli of copper and bone (experimental replicas by Marco Sciascia)

® Metal styli for drawing and writing in metalpoint: 1 of lead, 1 of alloy: 2 parts lead and 1
part tin, 1 of tin, 1 of alloy silver, 1 of brass, 1 of alloy: 50% lead and 50% bismuth, 1 of
copper (by Marco Sciascia)

® Quill pens (Rémer Shop)


https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Z5nToIxZuQvS_3DTbQka31hmU1JXze1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16XVO0U4e9QV1N3oj4n6HruDix9PCjM0r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ieqQ4SMVukI3OlYbmy9nqR7MyZkg-Cxf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IE6-vC1IOMWok_VMjHMPrTKE1N7mNJM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oYpX-oAkn5yavWhTJrfph1BV3sxMD1bJ/view?usp=sharing

® Black Drawing Chalk, pieces, 15 - 30 g (deep black, from France; Kremer Pigmente) (100

x1g

e White Drawing Chalk (from Belgium; Kremer Pigmente) (1 x)
® Spatulas (plastic, metal, bone)

® [xplanatory panels (SA3) on selected replicas
Primary ingredients

® DBone Ash, white (1 kg)

® [ron Oxide Yellow, deep yellow (1 kg)

® Dark Ochre, German (yellow ochre) (2 x 100 g)

® Verdigris, synthetic (coarse bluish green powder) (1 kg)

® Gum Arabic Pale, pieces (selected smaller bright pieces) (1 kg)
® Gum Arabic Powder, white (1 kg)

® Fish glue (liquid, 300 g)

® Colophony, extra light (rosin) (1 kg)

e Colophony Powder (1 x 200 g)

e Linseed Oil, cold-pressed (pale yellow) (1 x 100 g)

® Rabbit Skin Glue, cubes (made from rabbit hide) (1 x 100 g)
® Jarch Turpentine (genuine) (1 x 100 ml)

® Myrrh, beads, pea size (1 kg)

® Pumice Stone, small (approx. 3 - 5 cm, Italian) (1 x 1 kg)

® Pumice Powder, fine (- 40 ) (1 x 1 kg)

® Vine Black, German (pure plant black) (1 x 100 g)

® Bone Black (deep black) (100 g)

® [urnace Black (1 kg)

® Lamp Black (1 kg)

® Alabaster Plaster (crystalline natural alabaster powder, brilliant white, italian) (1 kg)



® Terra Alba (selenite, natural gypsum) (1 kg)
e Stone Chalk, white (ca. 4 p, very fine) (1 kg)
® Fgoshells

® Olive oil

® Infrared thermometer

® DPrecision scale

o Grater

® Strainer

e Cutting board

® Chisels

® Hammer

® Jigsaw

® Ruler

® Sandpaper (various types)

® Japanese Dozuki Mini Saw (150 mm)

® Mortar 100 mm + Pestle 135 mm (made of porcelain) (1 set)
® Glass plate and pestle

® Stone pestle and mortar

® Palette Knife Pastrello No. 40 (length 21 cm) (1 x)
® Palette Knife Pastrello No. 49 (length 19.5 cm) (1 x)

® Varnish and Gesso Brush, flat, No. 1 inch (soft white hog hair) (3 x)

Kitchenware

® Two-plate stove

® One-plate stove



Other

® Precision glass measuring cups

® Cups

® Plastic tablecloth

® Aluminum trivets

® Safety glasses

® [lectrical extension cord

® Rectangular Metal Box with Hinge (8 x)
® Natural sponges

® Scashells

® TFabrics/cloths for erasing



Image gallery

Metalpoint styli + Hittite bronze stylus (teplica). From left: Bi/Pb 50%; 66%Pb+33%Sn; Pb; Sn; Cu;

brass; bronze






Uluburun diptych replica

Lab boxes at Unior/CISA, Naples



Wax tablets lab at Unior, 2023



Quranic tablets and writing implements brough from Kanu (Nigeria) at Unior/CISA, Naples



Tablets and writing implements being used at the Ephemeral Writings workshop (Naples, May 7—9 2025)
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